
Hello Fellow Triangle 
Section Members, 

As we approach 2019 and 
my term as president 
comes to an end, I want to 
express to you how 
grateful I am to have been 
president of one of the best 
MBCA sections in the 
country! 
   I was a MBCA member 
for only two years before I 

became president, so I had limited history with the 
club. I felt that I could add substantial value to the 
section if I concentrated on increasing Triangle’s 
membership and participation by increasing the 
number and variety of events and activities. I 
believe that an organization can only grow if more 
members are engaged; bring in new ideas and 
help plan and execute the activities of the 
organization. The Triangle Section is living proof to 
me that this is true. I found that there was a group 
of members that would support and attend section 
events no matter what the events were. Some of 
these members are Fred and Cathy Hayes, Tom 
Lewis, Allen and Nancy Goodman, John and Patti 
Byrne, Rob and Barbara VanDewoestine, and 
others. It is no surprise that most of these members 
have become board members as well. This section 
owes all of them its gratitude for being the core 
from which our section has grown in participation 
and activity.  
   As members became more excited about 
attending events, they started volunteering their 
time and energy to the section. One of the first 
members to volunteer and help plan events was 

Bill Faison, who soon after became vice president 
and brought a lot of organization to the planning 
and execution of our involvement in the Pinehurst 
Concours d’Elegance and other events. Tom 
Reedy volunteered his expertise and helped 
tremendously with Pinehurst, as well. Tom was 
named Member of the Year in 2016 for his 
contributions. In just three short years, we grew 
from a dozen Mercedes attending a one-day 
concours in Pinehurst, to forty Mercedes in the 
Fairway Club and a well-attended three-day MBCA 
event during the concours! At the same time, with 
no previous experience, Rich Talach volunteered to 
set up and manage our Facebook page and Fred 
Hayes took over the difficult task of working with 
the MBCA National Business Office web page as 
our webmaster. Rich was named Member of the 
Year for 2017! Seems like a trend, huh? Vicki 
Wilson joined our section and not only became the 
newsletter editor, she also designed our Pinehurst 
ads and wrote articles for The Star magzine. When 
members see other members volunteering, it 
becomes contagious. Dave Waters, who was just 
named “Member of the Year” for 2018, has planned 
events, became the “Dealer Relations Manager” 
with Mercedes-Benz of Durham and has written 
articles for our newsletter. Rob and Barbara 
VanDewoestine joined the section in 2012 and Rob 
immediately got involved as newsletter editor and 
Barbara became Secretary. She now is our 
Treasurer. With more members volunteering, 
everything does not rest on the shoulders of a few. 
All of us volunteering what we can contributes to 
the total well-being of the section and doesn’t 
require a great deal of our personal time. (I think 
you are beginning to see where I am going with 
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President’s Message continued 
this, right?) What excites me most is seeing both 
longtime and new members, getting involved for the 
first time. Chris Smith joined in 2017 at the 
Pinehurst Concours event, became webmaster this 
past March and will be vice president in 2019. This 
didn’t just happen by accident. Chris was one of 28 
new members we signed up in just two days at the 
2017 Pinehurst event. He saw the fun we were 
having and wanted to be a part of it! David Tseng 
transferred to our section because we offer a lot of 
events that appeal to him. He immediately 
volunteered to help Rich Talach with the Facebook 
page and now he is the new membership chair and 
board member. So, you see whether you are a new 
member or a longtime member who wants to get 
involved, there are plenty of areas in which to 
volunteer, like becoming an officer or board 
member, planning and heading up an event and 
offering to help with an event. I would say that 
volunteering brings many rewards. Many 
friendships develop when you are doing things with 
other like-minded members. We have some great 
events coming up for 2019. I hope you can come to 
most of them and even volunteer for some. 
   Your new president, Bill Faison, is bringing a lot 
more experience and organization to the position 
than I did when I first took over as president. Bill will 

be excellent in guiding the Triangle Section to new 
heights with fresh ideas and exciting events and 
activities. He will be assisted in his leadership by 
our upcoming Vice President Chris Smith. Chris has 
outstanding skills in various areas and has become 
an immediate asset to the Triangle Section. I can’t 
wait to see what great things happen in the Triangle 
Section under their leadership. 
   As 2019 approaches, I have a challenge for us all. 
We have 228 members and usually 10 to 20 
percent actively participate in events. If only 10 
percent of us bring just one new member each next 
year, that would be 23 new members and a 10 
percent increase; good compensation for the two 
percent decrease we experienced in 2018. So, will 
you join me as a member in the “10 percent Club?”  
   Finally, it has been a privilege serving as 
president of the “Section of the Year” and making 
friends with members that my wife Pam and I will 
enjoy for the rest of our lives. This is not good-bye; 
but simply a transition. As always, I look forward to 
seeing all of you at our next event. 

Steve Redwine 
President 
2015-2018

   Triangle members headed to the North Carolina mountains the last weekend in September to attend the 
inaugural Lake Lure Euro Classic at Rambling Bald Resort. Host Tarheel Section kicked off the two-day event 
with a challenging rally drive through winding mountain backroads prior to a relaxing Friday evening dinner 
followed by a bonfire. The Saturday car show, open to all European marques, was dominated by Mercedes-
Benz and Porsche on the golf club’s driving range. 

Photos: Courtesy of Tanya Parish, Tarheel Section

Enjoying views 
of the 
surrounding 
mountains are 
from left:Susan 
Bready, Norma 
Ballheim, Cathy 
and Fred Hayes, 
Jim Ballheim 
and Ted Bready 

The Lure of the Lake and Awesome Cars
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741 miles - longest 
distance driven to SMF

36 Mercedes 
23 Porsches 

showed on 
the Village 

Green

Photos by Tom Reedy

34 competed in the 
PCA & MBCA Rally

It’s Easier Here.
5607 Capital Boulevard |  919.239.0082  |  mercedesbenzraleigh.com

Feeling the holiday spirit at 
Mercedes-Benz of Raleigh

L E I T H

Y E A R - E N D
E V E N T



Tom Lewis: The Ultimate Repurposer
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Showing envy is considered in poor taste, but 
Triangle members who turned that nortorious shade 
of green when touring Tom Lewis’s “man cave”/shop 
surely couldn’t be faulted.  
  Tom, an MBCA member since 1984, has undeniably 
enviable work spaces for his collection of vehicles 
plus an extensive, and varied, collection of Mercedes 
memorabilia mostly procured off of Craig’s List. 
  The repurposed 5,000 square feet, formerly 
Moncure’s firestation before the community built its 
new facility, currently houses a 1965 220 S 
heckflosse, a 1966 220 SE coupe, and a 1977 Rolls 
Royce Silver Shadow II. Oh, and throw in the 1975 
pumper firetruck Tom located in Faith, N.C.  
  Tom lives two minutes from his shop in yet another 
“saved” structure. His living quarters are a former 
branch bank that he spent more than a year turning 
into a cozy home while maintaining uncharacteristic 
home features such as a walk-in vault with 12-inch 
thick door and a bullet-proof window (former bank 
drive-thru). His dining table is the former conference 
table from the bank president’s office.  
  Tom breathed new life into two facilities that now  
provide a perfect lifestyle that allows hin to fully enjoy 
his love of all things Mercedes-Benz.! 

Top two images: Tom Lewis describes his work on 
this 1965 220 S.  
Art Deco period Mercedes posters adorn a wall of 
Tom’s “man cave.”

1975 pumper firetruck 

Tom’s 1966 220 SE coupe

Tom, right, describes the 
rennovations that took a 
year to complete that 
transformed the former 
bank into his cozy home.



Triangle Members Celebrate Spirit of the Holidays 
Triangle’s annual Holiday Party attracted members from 
throughout the section to Pinehurst Members Club for 
luncheon, business meeting and a charity drive to benefit 
Toys for Tots. A silent auction and raffles raised $1,662 for  
Toys for Tots in addition to the dozens of toys brought to the 
Holiday Party by members. 
   President Steve Redwine recognized John Byrne for his 
help increasing Triangle’s presence in the Fairway Club of 
the Pinehurst Concours; Bjorn and Jennifer Nordemo, 
owners of Sports Leicht Restorations and 31-year members 
of MBCA, were commended for hosting tours of their 
restoration facilities during the Sandhills Motoring Festival 
with proceeds supporting the scholarship fund for Sandhills 
Community College automotive students.  
RECOGNITIONS: 
 Dave Waters - Member of the Year  
 Barbara VanDewoerstine - Triangle   
       Officer of the Year  
CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION:  
 Chris Smith (webmaster) 
 Pam Redwine (secretary)  
 Vicki Wilson (newsletter editor) 
   A slate of positions was voted on with 
service starting in 2019: 
OFFICERS: 
 President - Bill Faison 
 Vice President - Chris Smith 
 Secretary - Pam Redwine 
 Treasurer -  Barbara VanDewoerstine 
BOARD:    
 Vicki Wilson, Tom Reedy, Tom Lewis,  
 David Tseng. 
Current members with continuing terms: 
 Nancy Goodman, Eileen Helton, Marvin Waters,  
 Chris Olliff, Carle Heidi and John Bryne. 
 

Pictures top to bottom, from left: Allen Goodman 
chats with Rob VanDewoerstine; Jean Carter and 
Eileen Helton check Toys for Tots donations; 
Terry and Barbara Lowinger with Bill Faison; and 
seated, left, is Bob Eberhardt  with Doris and Bill 
Raymond.

5





  

Family Owned and Operated 
for More Than 20 Years
Monday - Friday 9a.m. to 5p.m.

Saturday 8a.m to 12p.m.

The Finest Car Care 
Products, Accessories 

and Equipment
Choose from hundreds of products 

and many brands
Raleigh Store 
1001 Corporation Pkwy. 
919-212-1150

Charlotte Store 
4303 South Blvd. 
704-529-3331

Last Minute Gift Idea  
This unique book highlights the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America as it celebrated its 5Oth anniversary. The 9 " X 
12 " hardbound coffee table volume contains hundreds 
of photographs and memorabilia never before 
published. This historic book is available with a beautiful 
lexatone cover with dust jacket. $35  
Order at mbca.org
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Your membership with the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America (MBCA) comes with special privileges, 
like saving $500 off the purchase or lease price of 
a NEW Mercedes-Benz. To qualify, you must be a 
current Member of MBCA and have at least one 
year of uninterrupted membership with the Club, 
prior to your New car lease or purchase. 
Offer excludes Commercial Vans, smart, SLS AMG 
Coupes, SLS AMG Roadsters, AMG GT and AMG 
GT S. 
If you are a current U.S. Member of the MBCA and 
have been a Member for at least 12 consecutive 
months prior to purchasing or leasing a NEW 
Mercedes-Benz vehicle, you are considered a 
"Member in Good Standing" and automatically 
qualify for a $500 price discount. 
  
Are you a Member in Good Standing? 
It's easy to find out. Visit the Club website at 
mbca.org. Click the 'Login' button at the top right 
corner of the page then enter your username and 
password. If you've been a Club Member for 12 
consecutive months or longer, a "Member in Good 
Standing" symbol will appear at the bottom right of 

your personal profile page.From your profile page, 
go to 'click here' for time-sensitive terms and 
conditions and to print an official Loyalty Reward 
Certificate redeemable at Mercedes-Benz 
Dealerships in the U.S. Go to your favorite 
Mercedes-Benz Dealership and negotiate the best 
price on a NEW vehicle. Present your Certificate to 
the Dealer on the day you make your purchase. 
The Dealer will take $500 off the price of your 
NEW car.

Loyalty Members  
THANK YOU to these members who renewed their memberships between September 17 and December 11 
Date in parentheses indicates member’s original join date. Congratulations to our “25 years or longer 
members:” Robert Ashton, 33 years; Robert Chandler, 31 years; Greg Wilkins 26 years.

New Members 
WELCOME to the following new members who joined Triangle between September 17 and December 11
 Paul L. Clarkson Wilmington 
 Milita Godette  Fayetteville

 Alexander Guess Holly Springs 
 Yolanda Rabun Wake Forest  

Ronald Adams (2010)  Fayetteville 
Robert Ashton (1985)  Durham 
Alan Babigan (1994)  Fayetteville 
Robert Chandler(1987) Garner 
Brenda Dillard (2017)  Raleigh 
James Fayson (2017)  Rougemont 
Steven Godette (2011) Fayetteville 
Joseph Hall (2009)  Charlotte 
Gerald Hawkins (2015) Raeford 
L. Hayes (1999)  Durham 
Mickey Hayes (1997)  Blacksburg 
William Joerger (2010) Sunset Beach 
Chad Johnson (2010)  Raleigh 
Garth Laidlaw (2000)  Pinehurst 

James Leis (2014)  Durham 
Luke Lenzen (2017)  Raleigh 
Thomas McCall (2015) Wilmington 
Lana Mcglynn (2017)  Cary 
Eric Rappaport (2014) Cary 
W.T. Reedy (2014)  Pinehurst 
Wayne Riley (2017)  Raleigh 
Charles Sawyer (2007) Raleigh 
Phil Shupe (2013)  Calabash 
John Terefencko  (2015) Calabash  
Marvin Waters (2009)  Pinehurst 
George Waters (2014) Raleigh 
Greg Wilkins (1992)  Raleigh

Buying a New Mercedes? 
Don’t overlook YOUR $500 member benefit 

Loyalty Rewards Program for US Members

Whether buying new or used? 
Shop our Triangle Section 

sponsors: 
Bob King Mercedes-Benz 
Mercedes-Benz of Cary 

Mercedes-Benz of Durham 
Mercedes-Benz of Fayetteville 

Mercedes-Benz of Raleigh
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25 year reputation 
for offering the very best 

in low mileage, 
pre-owned luxury 

European automobiles 
Give 

Craig or Wayne Madsen  
a call 

919-481-0600 
902 E. Chatham St. 

Cary, N.C.

Carol Hiatt Huff  O: 336-475-7874   C: 336-880-5031  chiatt2@triad.rr.com 
Ask about our 5% discount for MBCA members

A BETTER WRENCH 

Since 1983 

102 Northfield Drive

 Chapel Hill, N.C.

919-929-6921

800-445-5214           

Fax 919-929-9769
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Tech Session, Business / Lunchen Meeting, Cary 

Sweetheart Road Rally / Driving Tour and lunch 

NASCAR Hall of Fame tour and lunch 

Festival D’ Avion, Pinehurst 

Business Meeting for final planning / preparations for Sandhils Motoring Festival 

Sandhills Motoring Festival 

“Rally for the Rescue Mission of Durham” charity event sponsored by Mercedes-Benz of Durham 

Members Appreciation Luncheon / Business Meeting 

Ice Cream Social with back roads drive to S&T Soda Shop, Pittsboro 

Shelton Vineyards Mercedes-Benz Car Show, Dobson 

MBCA Eastern Region Leadership Conference, Dobson Hampton Inn 

Tours of the towns of Washington and Bath  

Rumbling Bald Euro Classic at Lake Lure 

OctoberFest German Car Show with Mercedes and Porsche clubs, Lake Montague, Cary 

2020 Event Planning, Budget, Officers & Board Members Nominations Meeting 

Hilton Head Concour d’ Elegance, Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 

National Board Meeting, Dallas, Texas 

Christmas Luncheon, Toys for Tots Charity Drive, Busines Meeting with board and officers elections  

For more information about the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Triangle Section, visit 
trianglembca.org  or contact or Bill Faison at drcbill@aol.com

2019 Calendar 
Members receive e-mail updates 

about events added during the year.

JANUARY 
19 or 26 

FEBRUARY 
9 or 16 

MARCH 
TBA 

APRIL 
12-13 

MAY 
18 

23-26 

JUNE 
15 

JULY 
20 

AUGUST 
TBA 

23-24 

25 

SEPTEMBER 
TBA 

27-28 

OCTOBER 
6 or 13 

12 or 19 

NOVEMBER 
1-3 

8-10 

DECEMBER 
7

Listed events are subject to change due to unforeseen circumstances 
that may arise between distribution of the quarterly Tri-Star calendar.
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President........................................Steve Redwine 
steve_redwine@yahoo.com 
(239)872-0342 

Vice President........................................Bill Faison 
drcbill@aol.com 
(919)469-9228 

Treasurer..........................Barbara VanDewoestine 
barbvande@nc.rr.com 
(919)309-4517 

Secretary..........................................Pam Redwine 
nana.nan3@yahoo.com 
(919)360-8227 

Past President.................................Terry Crawford 

Eastern Region Director..................Doug Geganto 
dgeganto@charter.net

Triangle Section Officers

Tri-Star newsletter is a quarterly publication by Triangle 
Section of Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Inc., 
(MBCA) provided to Triangle Section members.  
  Explicit permission to copy or republish any article is 
given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America, Inc. The articles in the Tri-Star are the opinions 
of the writers and no authentication is given or implied as 
to the validity of any expressed opinions. Articles and 
photos are by the editor unless otherwise credited. 
   Send your information to the editor. Deadlines for 
submitting materials are February 1, May 1, August 1, 
and November 1. 

Newsletter Editor...................................Vicki Wilson 
vickihwilson@me.com 
(336) 253-9690

About the Newsletter

SHOUT-OUT

Questions? Contact a Triangle Section Officer or our National Business Office at 
1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. MT, or visit www.mbca.org

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS 
Interested in advertising your car-
related products or services in the 
Tri-Star?  

Contact any of the officers 
listed above for details.

Something to do While 
Waiting for  

Cars & Coffee Season
Backing Up Classics Auto Museum 
4545 Concord Pkwy, South Hwy 29 
Concord 
704-788-950 
morrisonmotorco.com 

C. Grier Beam Truck Museum 
111 North Mountain St. 
Cherryville 
704-435-3072 
beamtruckmuseum.com 

Memory Lane Museum 
769 River Hwy 
Mooresville 
704-662-3673 
memorylaneautomuseum.com 

N.C. Auto Racing Hall of Fame 
119 Knob Hill Rd. 
Mooresville 
704-663-5331 
ncarhof.com 

North Carolina Transportation Museum 
411 South Salisbury Ave. 
Spencer 
704-636-2889 
nctrans.org 

NASCAR Hall of Fame 
400 East Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
Charlotte 
888-902-6463 
nascarhall.com 

Richard Petty Museum 
311 Branson Mill Rd. 
Level Cross 
rpmuseum.com
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