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President’s
Message

Celebrating a Bit of
Normalcy in 2020

Photo by Tom Reedy

By Steve Redwine
In a year of planning, rescheduling and finally
postponing the 2020 Sandhills Motoring Festival
(SMF), organizers decided to take advantage of
Labor Day weekend’s beautiful weather and bring
event planners, sponsors and volunteers together
for a cars & coffee and drives through the Sandhills’
backroads.
Chris Smith, vice president of SMF and MBCA
Triangle Section, organized and led the two days of
backroad drives. Marvin Waters, president of
Sandhills Motoring Festival and fellow MBCA
member, arranged a tour of SLR Restorations for
Saturday morning. (We are very fortunate to have
one of the most premier restoration shops in the
country in our own backyard in Pinehurst.) Following
that tour, and with Chris leading, we cruised the
scenic Sandhills region before winding up at Pick N
Pig BBQ restaurant at the Carthage Airport. What a
great destination! As we were having lunch outside,
Continued, next page

There is little to report
this quarter since the
Covid-19 crisis forced
MBCA sections to
cancel planned events
since March. Triangle
will continue to follow
North Carolina guidelines for group gatherings as
they evolve during the fourth quarter. So, please
be sure to watch for e-mail alerts for information
as changes occur.
As of now the Christmas Luncheon with its
“Toys for Tots” charity drive is the only confirmed
scheduled event. By popular consensus,
Pinehurst Country Club will be the venue on
December 5 from 12:30 to 3 p.m for our annual
seasonal get-together. As always, we will conduct
a toys drive (new, unwrapped toys only) and a
silent auction, both in support of the “Toys for
Tots” campaign. We will need donations for the
silent auction of new or “gently” used items, so
please contact me if you have items to donate.
Pinehurst Country Club is exercising strict safety
procedures during this crisis and we encourage
all of our members to do the same to ensure
everyone’s safety.
The safety of our members, and our community
in which we live, is my primary consideration. I
hope and pray that we all will return to our normal
lives soon.
On a different subject, I want to thank our
newsletter editor, Vicki Wilson, for putting
together an award-winning newsletter for our
Continued, page 3

Continued
we watched private planes with folks from
various areas of North Carolina landing and
taking off; all drawn by the barbecue at the
famous eatery.
Sunday morning, the Cars & Coffee started at
9 a.m. in the Village of Pinehurst and by 10 a.m.,
there were more than 125 cars parked
throughout the village streets. Everyone was
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having a great time, meeting new people,
seeing old friends and enjoying what
seemed to be a return to normalcy in their
lives. The local restaurants were enjoying a
fantastic day of business as most of them
were swamped with hungry customers.
Thanks to the generosity of Luis Rivas, a
SMF sponsor and manager of host hotel
Homewood Suites of Pinehurst, who
donated a two-day stay in a king suite valued
at $500, we were able to sell raffle tickets at
$10 each and raise $300 for Sandhills
Community College Automotive Department!
Luis is a car guy also and will again provide
a two-day package for another Sandhills
Motoring Festival Cars & Coffee.
Sandhills Motoring Festival will continue
hosting Cars & Coffee in the Village of Pinehurst
on the first Sunday of every month, so plan to
attend and enjoy the day or weekend in
Pinehurst.
Watch your email for more
information about
activities organized
by Sandhills
Motoring Festival
planners.!

Great design,
regardless of
marque, grabs
car aficionados
attention
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President’s Message ,continued
section. Vicki will be stepping down at the end of the year after serving as editor for three and a half years.
Tri-Star newsletter keeps our 213 members up to date about club activities. The newsletter publishes
quarterly, and the new editor’s first edition for 2021 will not be due out until the end of March. Anyone
interested in taking over as editor should contact me.

Again, let’s hope and pray this nightmare year of Covid-19 will soon be behind us.
Thank you
Bill Faison

The MBUSA Rebate Program for MBCA Members for 2020
Mercedes-Benz USA’s new rebate program for
members (to use an old but goodie adage) truly is a
win-win for the dealerships and our MBCA.
The member rebate program is an incentive
program sponsored by MBUSA to encourage MBCA
members to purchase or lease a new MercedesBenz vehicle and receive a cash incentive toward
the purchase or lease of the vehicle. The MBCA
rebate incentive is over and above any deal
already negotiated with the salesperson.
The MBCA Member Rebate program replaces the
MBCA Loyalty Rewards program to provide MBCA
members with an improved plan designed to save
members a considerable amount of money when
buying or leasing a new Mercedes-Benz. All MBCA
members are eligible to participate in the Member
Rebate Program.
Buyers must be members when purchasing or
leasing a new Mercedes. There is no waiting period
for eligibility. Once the prospective buyer joins the
club, they are immediately eligible for the program.
(Literally, buyers can go to https://www.mbca.org/
join and join the club during negotiations with the
salesperson.)
What does a current member do with the Loyalty
Certificate they may have received toward the
purchase of a new car? Certificates generated
under the MBCA Loyalty Rewards program are no
longer valid and are not combinable with the
Member Rebate program. Those members will have
to obtain a Member Rebate control number to use
toward the purchase of their new car. The good
news is that this new program offers a more
lucrative incentive. If buyers want to purchase or
lease a second vehicle, they must obtain a second
control number by calling (866) 628-7232 during
business times, Monday-Friday, 9 am – 5 pm ET.
This program mutually benefits the MercedesBenz buyer, the dealer, and the club. Buyers get a
better deal and significant savings if they join the
club to qualify for the rebate program. The
dealership increases sales volume when they

successfully implement and use this program, and
MBCA increases its membership. The rebate
program opens the opportunity for our recruiting
efforts to touch potential members at the point of
sale in the dealer showroom. The rebate program
introduces the club to buyers who are leasing as
potential members of the club. This market in the
past was closed to MBCA recruitment at point of
sale.
Overall, the rebate program demonstrates
MBUSA’s support of the club and our members as
spokespersons and ambassadors for the marque.
Mercedes-Benz USA offers discounts on almost
every new model under this program. However,
discounts can vary and change monthly depending
on a variety of factors including vehicle availability.
The chart below shows examples of discounts on
new 2019 and 2020 models. Probably good idea to
check directly with your dealership of choice to
determine the potential discount on specific vehicles
at a given time. Again, the Member Rebate Program
applies to
purchased
AND
leased
new
models
but NOT
to
Certified
pre-owned
vehicles.
This
incentive
program is
good the
entire
calendar
year.!
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A BETTER WRENCH

SINCE
1983
102 NORTHFIELD DRIVE
CHAPEL HILL
919-929-6921 800-335-5214
FAX 919-929-9769

Let ATD protect YOUR investment
919-760-6420

• PAINT PROTECTION FILM
• CERAMIC COATING
• TINTING

381 Cleveland Crossing Dr.
Suite 210
Garner, NC
atddetailingnc.com

With more than 10 years
experience, ATD Detailing Inc.
paint protection experts
provide surface protection
solutions with unparalleled
customer service.

Ask about our
10% discount for
MBCA members

Don’t forget to check mbca.org for a variety of useful information
The MBCA oﬀers a free classified network
- The Trading Post, that provides
convenient access for members and
guests to search and find wanted vehicles
and miscellaneous parts, as well as create
their own classified postings. Review
complete descriptions, see full color
photos, and message sellers 24 hours a
day.
Active members may create as many
free classified listings as they would like,
with the exception that only one ad may
be published at a time. A member cannot
create another free ad until the published
free ad on their account has expired. Free
classifieds that have expired are
automatically unpublished. This allows
members to create another free classified
ad without having to delete or modify a
previous free classified ad.

New Members

WELCOME to the following new members who joined Triangle Section between Jun. 27 and Sept. 20.
William Wright
Kirk King
Michael Walters
Justin Edwards
Brent Cotman

Cary
Kelly
Jacksonville
Greenville
Durham

Loyalty Members

Lewis Dove
Allen Jones
Brian Holiday
Oliver Moore
Robert Fornaby

Hope Mills
Raleigh
Greenville
New Bern
Chapel Hill

THANK YOU to these members who renewed their memberships between Jun. 27and Sept. 20. Date in
parentheses is member’s join date. Highlighted names represent 25 or more years of MBCA membership.
Congratulations to William Easterling on his 40 years of membership in MBCA
Alex Djuric(2011)
David Bazemore (2017)
Donald Holley (2017)
Karen Henderson (1988)
Henry Vess (2016)
Alan Kypson (2017)
George Hall (2004)
Phil Shupe (2013)
Steve Hale (2017)
William Easterling (1980)
Todd Hancock (2019)
Jennifer Revson (2019)
Alan Babigan (1994)

Cary
Knightdale
Elizabeth City
Wilmington
Pinehurst
Raleigh
Hillsborough
Calabash
Cary
Pikeville
Raleigh
Wake Forest
Fayetteville

Scott Brewner (2003)
John Bridges (2018)
Ben St. John (2014)
Leon Hodges (1987)
Glenn Pierce (2011)
Mickey Hayes (1997)
Owusu Takyi (2018)
Marc Pilato (1998)
Semra Tariq (2006)
Susan Huberth (2007)
Vicki Wilson (2014)
Carrie Wallace (1991)
William Joerger (2010)

Durham
Durham
New Bern
Chapel Hill
Roanoke
Blacksburg, Va.
Raleigh
Greenville
Raleigh
Pinehurst
Chapel Hill
Durham
Sunset Beach

Transferred Members into Triangle

WELCOME to the following members who joined Triangle Section in July and August.
Karen and Robert Henderson from South Jersey Section
Victoria and William Head from Carolinas
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Carol Hiatt Huff O: 336-475-7874 C: 336-880-5031 chiatt2@triad.rr.com
Ask about our 5% discount for MBCA members

2020 Calendar
Members receive e-mail updates
for events added during the year.
Listings may include Sandhills Area Mercedes (SAM) which is a subsection of Triangle. SAM events are
open to ALL Triangle members.
For more information about the Mercedes-Benz Club of America, Triangle Section, check out
trianglembca.org or contact info@trianglembca.org.

Since the Coronavirus’s hostile takeover of
normal life has turned our world upside down,
scheduled events can change

Watch your e-mail for updates.

OCT
4
17

Sandhills Motoring Festival Cars & Coffee, Pinehurst, 9 to 11 a.m.
Virtual Business Meeting and 2021 Planning Meeting 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

NOV
8

Sandhills Motoring Festival Cars & Coffee, Pinehurst, 9 to 11 a.m.

DEC
5

Christmas Luncheon, Pinehurst Country Club, Pinehurst, 12:30 to 3:00 p.m.
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Sandhills Motoring Festival Cars & Coffee, Pinehurst, 9 to 11 a.m.
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SHOUT-OUT

PLAN TO ATTEND
Triangle’s annual

CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON
and
TOYS for TOTS

DONATIONS DRIVE

DECEMBER 5
again at beautiful

PINEHURST
COUNTRY
CLUB

Terry and Barbara Lowinger with
Bill Faison at Triangle Section’s
Christmas Luncheon at Pinehurst
Country Club in 2018

Triangle Section Officers
President…………………………………..Bill Faison
Vice President………………………….Chris Smith
Treasurer………………………..…..Steven Hamelly
Secretary..........................................Pam Redwine
Past President………………………Steve Redwine
Eastern Region Director..................Doug Geganto
For information about Triangle Section, please go
to info@trianglembca.org

About the Newsletter
Newsletter Editor...................................Vicki Wilson
Tri-Star newsletter is a quarterly publication by
Triangle Section of Mercedes-Benz Club of
America, Inc., (MBCA) provided to Triangle Section
members.
Explicit permission to copy or republish any article
is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club
of America, Inc. The articles in the Tri-Star are the
opinions of the writers and no authentication is
given or implied as to the validity of any expressed
opinions. Articles and photos are by the editor
unless otherwise credited.
Send your information to the editor. Deadlines for
submitting materials are February 1, May 1, August
1, and November 1.

Questions? Contact info@trianglembca.org or our National Business Office at
1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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