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Triangle Members 
Recognized for 
Membership Milestones 
In 1980, the Pittsburgh Steelers won Super Bowl 
XIV and Winter Olympics XIII brought us the never-
to-be-forgotten “Miracle on Ice” when a scrappy 
underdog USA Hockey Team beat the Russians in 
Lake Placid to take home the gold medal.  
   Also that year movie goers made “The Empire 
Strikes Back” a huge box office hit, and “Pac-Man” 
video game was released and destined to become 
the best-selling arcade game of all time. Add to that 
year the querky “Far Side” comic strip debute.  
   Johnny Rutherford won the Indy 500 and Dale 
Earnhardt won his first Winston Cup championship. 
And, the Philadelphia Phillies brought home their 
first World Series title. 
  And in 1980, just about everybody wanted to know 
“Who shot JR?” 
   Also noteworthy, that was the year that today’s 
Triangle Section member William Easterling joined 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
   Last year at our Members Appreciation luncheon 
President Bill Faison started an annual tradition of 
formally recognizing Triangle members who reach a 
five-year increment membership milestone. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions this year we 
were unable to recognize these members in person 
but do so here: 

40 Years 
William Easterling Pikeville 

35 Years 
Robert Ashton  Durham 
Ralph Smith  Greenville 

Continued, next page

The year 2020 is now 
relegated to history!    
 With the Covid-19 

vaccines becoming 
available in the next few 
months we can start to 

President’s 
Message

return to a state where all 
of our members will feel comfortable to 
participate in club events once again.  
   Potential plans for the first quarter of 2021 
are in limbo, but we do know that late spring 
will bring us Sandhills Motoring Festival over 
the Memorial Day weekend of May 28-30. So, 
mark your calendars now and plan to head to 
Pinehurst for this fun-packed event. 
   As always, the safety of our members, and 
our community in which we live, is my primary 
consideration. I hope and pray that we all will 
be able return to our normal lives, and with 
fingers crossed, may it be earlier than later in 
2021. In the meantime, may each and 
everyone of you stay safe while we see our 
way through to better times.  

Hoping for a Happy New Year!! 
Bill Faison 
Triangle Section President

SPECIAL NOTICE 
There is not a calendar of upcoming 

events at this time. Information will be 
shared as it becomes available  

through e-mail.

MotorTrend Car 
of Year, p.5
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Loyalty Members  
THANK YOU to these members who renewed their memberships between Sept. 21 and Dec. 15. Date in 
parentheses is member’s join date. Highlighted names represent 25 or more years of MBCA membership. 

New Members 
WELCOME to the following new members who joined Triangle Section between Sept. 21 and Dec. 15.
Terrence Davis  Pinehurst 
David Barnes   Hampstead 
Mercedes Fornay  Williamston 
John Swansey   Durham 
Walter Battle, Jr.  Rocky Mount 
Jeffrey Cole   Durham 
Todd Bolon   Chapel Hill 
Melissa Grimes  Durham

Greg Wilkins (1992)  Raleigh 
Donnie Sanders (2015) Goldsboro 
Eric Rappaport (2014) Cary 
Herb Patterson (2015)  Chapel Hill 
Joseph Hall (2009)  Charlotte 
Sandra Stephens (2008) Durham 
Chad Johnson (2010)  Raleigh 
Tyus Few (2016)   Roanoke Rapids

Robert Flippin (2017)  Wilmington 
Robert Eberhardt (1999) Mebane 
Stuart Bradley (2017)  Apex 
Steve Redwine (2012)  Raleigh 
Robert Ashton (1985)  Durham 
Monika Pitulle (1999)   Wake Forest 
W.T. Reedy (2014)  Pinehurst 
Gregory Stanley (2019) Leland

Henry Renella  Southport 
Terry Beers  Southport 
Richard Redmond Raleigh 
Charles Ingram Kenansville 
Norman Martin Fayetteville 
Junseok Rim  Goldsboro 
Myoung Rim  Kinston

Continued from the front page 
30 Years 

 Watts Mangum Durham 
 Dan Mahoney  Chapel Hill 
 Timothy Mize  Raleigh 
 Richard Allison Leland 

20 Years 
 Garth Laidlaw  Pinehurst 

15 Years 
 David Crawford Raleigh 

10 Years 
 Chad Johnson  Raleigh 
 William Joerger Sunset Beach 
 Bill Faison  Cary 
 John Greenlee Raleigh 
 James Brown  Pittsboro 

5 Years 
 Richard Epps  Clayton 
 Jim Helton  Southern Pines 
 Josh Schwartzman Cary 
 Peter Del Sol  Southport 
 Harris Berman  Cary 
 Martin Little  Raleigh 
 Gerald Hawkins Raeford 
 Wolfgang Strecker Hope Mills 
  
 Steven Hamelly Chapel Hill 
 Nancy Goodman Raleigh 
 Thomas McCall Hemingway 
 Herb Patterson Chapel Hill 
 Donnie Sanders Goldsboro 
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Congratulations to these members and please know that our members’s continued support of and interest in 
MBCA and Triangle Section is much appreciated and valued. 
   May 2021 bring more opportunities for all of our members to participate in events and share and celebrate 
our love of the Mercedes-Benz marque - The Best or Nothing!!



Along with our MBCA Event, we will be able
to experience the kickoff of Legends of the Autobahn-East,

as well as the renowned HHI Concours d’Elegance.

“The Joy of Everything Mercedes”
MERCEDES FREUDE

Combining the best and most-popular activities
of both StarTech & StarFest 

into one fabulous Gathering!Location: 
Omni Hilton Head Oceanfront Resort,
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina

MBCA’s newest & greatest 
National Event EVER!

Dates: 
Mercedes-Freude - Tuesday, November 2nd - Friday, November 5th, 2021 
Legends of the Autobahn East - Saturday, November 6th (@Port Royal Golf Course) 
Hilton Head Island Concours d’Elegance - Sunday, November 7th (@Port Royal Golf Course)

Enjoy the comraderie of being together with old and new friends alike!
Mark your calenders NOW for a NOT-TO-BE-MISSED event! 

Further details coming your way in the near future!
Rick Siefert - National Events Chair - rick.siefert@att.net

Advertisement Photo credits:
Hilton Head Island Visitor & Convention Center
Omni Hilton Head Ocean Resort
HHI Concours d’Elegance



Sandhills 
December 
Cars & Coffee: 
Beautiful Cars and 

a Good Cause  
Join in Pinehurst

Triangle Vice President Chris Smith 
(L) and Past President Steve 
Redwine by the Toys for Tots 
collection bin. Marvin Waters (not 
shown), president of Sandhills 
Motoring Festival, lead the Toys for 
Tots of the Sandhills collection effort.

This old street rod garnered its share of attention at the 
December Cars & Coffee.  

While the streets of Pinehurst seemed to be overtaken 
by another luxury brand, the classic beauty of 
Mercedes-Benzes on display commanded and received 
due attention.
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Mercedes-Benz E-Class named  
MotorTrend 2021 Car of the Year

MotorTrend announced today that the Mercedes-
Benz E- Class lineup is the winner of MotorTrend's 
2021 "Golden Calipers" for Car of the Year, the 
most prestigious and sought-after honor by the 
world's automotive manufacturers. Whether in 
sedan, wagon, coupe, or convertible form, be it 
straightforward transport or thrilling performance 
model, the E-Class reflects an excellence that is the 
industry benchmark. 
"The E-Class carries the stout imprimatur of old-
school luxury, from the graining of the wood to the 
suppleness of the leather seats, to the consistency 
of design all around the exterior and interior. Yet it 
also carries the latest in automotive technology, be 
it in the realm of safety, assisted driving, or 
infotainment," said Mark Rechtin, MotorTrend 
editor-in-chief. "There is something simply 
reassuring about sitting inside a whisper-quiet-yet-
thunderous Mercedes- Benz." 
When evaluating this year's group of 18 new or 
redesigned vehicles, with 30 variants, for Car of the 
Year against the six key criteria, the E-Class was 
the clear winner for MotorTrend judges. The E-
Class delivers on every front you can think of: 
safety, efficiency, and value, advancement in 

design, engineering 
excellence, and performance of 
the intended function. 
What is perhaps most 
impressive is that the E-Class 
extends its brilliance across all 
body types and performance 
measures. Whatever the shape 
or task, the E-Class excels. 
The sedan is firmly in the 
"family transport" milieu without 
sacrificing performance when 
asked. The coupe is rigid and 
gutsy, while the convertible a 
luxe conveyance with a top-
down "Air Cap" and "Air Scarf" 
that will keep your torso warm 
and your hair perfectly coiffed. 
And the AMG E 63 S Wagon is 
a thunderbolt that will transform 
anyone's preconceived notion 
of a Montessori-mobile. 

"It is a true honor for the MotorTrend team to 
recognize the new Mercedes-Benz E-Class family 
with this prestigious and highly coveted award," said 
Adam Chamberlain, Vice President of Sales, 
Mercedes-Benz USA. "As the heart of our brand, 
the E-Class offers a highly compelling combination 
of distinctive design, luxurious interior 
appointments, advanced technology and 
sophisticated safety systems. This seamless 
interplay of emotion and intelligence appeals to both 
the hearts and minds of our customers." 
In winning this coveted award, the Mercedes-Benz 
E-Class outperformed five other finalists: the BMW 
8-Series Gran Coupe, Hyundai Sonata, Mercedes-
Benz CLA-Class, Nissan Sentra, and Porsche 
Taycan. 
In awarding the Mercedes-Benz E-Class its Car of 
the Year status, MotorTrend's senior features editor 
Jonny Lieberman summarizes, "Mercedes could 
have slapped some new body panels on, updated 
the engines, and called it a day. But the engineers 
went the extra mile. They pulled the all-nighter. The 
Mercedes is a superior vehicle in terms of ride 
quality, dynamics, kinematics, or any other 
measurements you can think of. The result? Car of 
the Year.”! 

Article and image from: https://www.mbca.org/node/7410279
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With more than 10 years 
experience, ATD Detailing Inc. 

paint protection experts 
provide surface protection 
solutions with unparalleled 

customer service.381 Cleveland Crossing Dr. 
Suite 210 
Garner, NC 
atddetailingnc.com

919-760-6420
• PAINT PROTECTION FILM 
• CERAMIC COATING 
• TINTING

Ask about our 
10% discount for 
MBCA members

A BETTER WRENCH  
SINCE  
1983 

102 NORTHFIELD DRIVE 
CHAPEL HILL 

919-929-6921  800-335-5214 
FAX 919-929-9769

Let       protect YOUR investmentATD

http://atddetailingnc.com
http://atddetailingnc.com


Carol Hiatt Huff  O: 336-475-7874   C: 336-880-5031  chiatt2@triad.rr.com  
Ask about our 5% discount for MBCA members

mailto:chiatt2@triad.rr.com
mailto:chiatt2@triad.rr.com


SHOUT-OUT  WITH GUSTO!

Tri-Star newsletter is a quarterly publication by 
Triangle Section of Mercedes-Benz Club of 
America, Inc., (MBCA) provided to Triangle Section 
members.  
  Explicit permission to copy or republish any article 
is given to all sections of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
of America, Inc. The articles in the Tri-Star are the 
opinions of the writers and no authentication is 
given or implied as to the validity of any expressed 
opinions. Articles and photos are by the editor 
unless otherwise credited. 
   Send your information to the editor. Deadlines for 
submitting materials are February 1, May 1, August 
1, and November 1. 

Newsletter Editor...................................Vicki Wilson

About the Newsletter

Questions? Contact info@trianglembca.org or our National Business Office at 
1-800-637-2360 M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. MT, or visit www.mbca.org

President…………………………………..Bill Faison 

Vice President………………………….Chris Smith 

Treasurer………………………..…..Steven Hamelly 

Secretary..........................................Pam Redwine 

Past President………………………Steve Redwine 

Eastern Region Director..................Doug Geganto 

For information about Triangle Section, please go 
to info@trianglembca.org

Triangle Section Officers
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May the New Year banish 
Covid and return us to the fun 
times shared with our fellow 
Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts. 

WELCOME 

mailto:info@trianglembca.org
http://www.mbca.org
mailto:info@trianglembca.org
mailto:info@trianglembca.org
mailto:info@trianglembca.org
http://www.mbca.org
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